Are emergency care staff prepared for disaster?
When disasters occur, nurses of all specialties require the appropriate knowledge and skills to respond effectively and efficiently. To assess the extent to which nurses in the US are prepared for emergencies, researchers have developed the Emergency Preparedness Information Questionnaire (EPIQ), in which participants are invited to assess their familiarity with aspects of emergency preparedness. This article discusses a pilot study of the use of the EPIQ among minor injury unit nurses and healthcare assistants in the UK. The results suggest that the principle of the EPIQ is sound but that it should be adapted to cater for different disaster situations and the needs of individual nurses. Terms that describe disasters and large-scale emergency situations are often used interchangeably so, to avoid confusion, this article uses 'disaster' to refer to all such events.